Parkinsonism in autoimmune diseases.
Parkinsonism can be manifested and complicate either systemic or organ-specific autoimmune diseases. Even though it is a rare co-morbidity, it merits attention from clinicians as it affects the quality of life of patients. In systemic autoimmune diseases such as systemic lupus erythematosus, antiphospholipid syndrome and Sjogren's syndrome reported cases of parkinsonism are attributed to the underlying disease and its mechanisms, whether this is brain vasculitis or immune complexes. Regarding antibody-mediated autoimmune neurological disorders, parkinsonism is, in most cases, a manifestation within the spectrum of each disorder and is attributed to the action of humoral and cellular immunity in brain regions such as the basal ganglia. Depending on the pathophysiology, immunotherapy can be effective, while Parkinson's specific therapies are usually less effective.